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Pentecost Special Offering will be received during Morning Worship on Sunday, 
May 15th and Sunday, May 22nd.

Since the creation of the 2020 Vision, with the goal to start 1,000 churches in 1,000 ways, Disciples have planted 934 churches in the United States and Canada, sharing the gospel with more than 61000 individuals who may not have had a relationship with Christ. And, even though it may seem that our boat has slowed in the water, the fact of the matter is the new church movement is still very much on course and getting its Second Wind, with courageous leaders at the helm and thanks to the wind of the Holy Spirit that moves through faithful Disciples who support new churches through the Pentecost Special Offering.
Join the Pentecost movement by celebrating the 2016 Pentecost Special Offering at our church on May 15 and May 22.  Each year, one half of the offering is designated to the Region or Area in which the offering is taken, while the other half is used by Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation to support the recruitment, assessment, training and coaching of new church leaders.

Please join through the Holy Spirit, a Second Wind is energizing the Disciples new church movement.
~AHCC Food Pantry Blog~
“No Act of Kindness, no matter how small, is ever wasted” Aesop
I read a recent article by Cristopher Crawford, a documentary photographer, about small town food pantries.  One of the food pantries he mentioned was Wolf Lake Food Pantry, in a very small town in Noble County, Indiana. There are four churches, an elementary school, a bar, a take-out pizza place, and a post office.
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Crawford writes: “Wolf Lake Food Pantry is a food bank in the small town of Wolf Lake. It is run by Living Water Lutheran Church, which is in an even smaller building next to the food bank. The Bible verse on the cross above the door is John 3:16, which contains Christianity’s foundational belief about God’s love for us. I’ve noticed that several small towns in northeast Indiana now have food banks, a sad sign of the poor economy of recent years.”

The Hillsborough (New Hampshire) District Food Pantry  was organized in the late 1980’s and has grown from a cadre of seven volunteers to a town effort run by 55 volunteers who gather on Tuesday evenings to provide 90 - 100 local families with portions of their weekly food, meat when possible, personal hygiene products and paper goods.

And in Virginia, there is a consortium of 20 local partner agencies (Feeding America Southwest Virginia) working together to meet the ultimate mission: eliminate hunger in the region. Founded in 1981, FASWVA has channeled over $31 million worth of food and grocery related products through a network of 373 partner feeding programs in a 26 country region.

Big or small, food pantries meet a need and provide an essential service in our communities. It is difficult for many of us to believe, accept, or admit that hungry people exist in today’s society …in our hometowns…and even in our neighborhoods. But hunger studies continue to document that need, with estimates that 50-million Americans are food insecure.  Where is your next meal coming from?

So if somebody asks why Alamo Heights Christian Church has a Food Pantry, remember that we follow Jesus in what we say and what we do. We know Matthew 25:35 (For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,) and we follow His teachings. Let them also know the words of Jesus found in John 6:35 (Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to Me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in Me shall never thirst.) and take Him to their hearts and be satisfied. 

Peace and love to you all.
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	FROM THE

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD
By Stephanie Blandford


May is for Mothers

I often wonder what Mary’s life was like. She was very young and obedient to God’s Will when she accepted her destiny to be the mother of Jesus. Like all of us who make commitments to a spouse when we say, “I DO”, or later, to become parents, it seems simpler than it is until you actually walk the walk. There is actually a going through and not just lip service.

Perhaps she got her first glimpse when Jesus stayed behind in the temple in Jerusalem when he was just 12 and she found out to her dismay that he was not where he was supposed to be. We have all had an experience like that: when we turn around to find a child missing and the panic sets in. We are frantic and retrace our steps and approach everyone we know wanting to know if they saw our kid, if so, when and where. We don’t rest until we know they are safe. The Bible doesn’t say what exactly Mary and Joseph did when they found Jesus, but Jesus told them he was “about His father’s business” when asked what he was up to. I wonder if that got him grounded when he got back home for causing so much worry. Or if Mary and Joseph were just stumped and confused and accepted that Jesus was growing up. 

I do know one thing – it was only the first pang of terror in Mary’s heart and I’m sure she probably knew there was more to come. She must have been one courageous woman. Maybe Joseph was wise and supportive. However, his life was cut short and she was left to deal with a rabble rousing Jesus all on her own. 

Maybe some among you have had sons or other family members who have been deployed and understand the kind of fear that lives in a mother or wife’s heart when a loved one is on the battlefield. It haunts every waking and sleeping moment of your life. You cling to prayer like a life line. It is the only meaningful thing going on in your life. Everyone else will talk to you about weddings, funerals, baby showers, family crises, illnesses, and the inevitable little life dramas. They may even be happening to you. Tax returns come due, cars need inspected, appliances break down, grass needs cut, life goes on. Yet all you can think of is whether or not your loved one is safe today. No one around you notices. I have been there. 

Even having been an Army Mom, I cannot imagine waiting at the foot of the cross that my son is hanging on and waiting for the inevitable death. The Pieta is a statue that shows Mary holding her departed Son as he has been taken down from the cross. It is a striking sculpture. Mary’s own heart must have felt like rupturing with grief to see Him like that. Yet she knew she had to stay strong to take care of Him. 

May is the month that we celebrate Mothers. Not all mothers are great. I’ll say that up front. However, they all have made a commitment to give birth and that is worth something. We are all broken in some way. All of our Mothers have done the best that they could do. Some just have a lower bar of “best” than others. Still, be grateful in all things. You have a chance to be great no matter where you started or where you are today. Let God be the good Mother to you. Accept Jesus as your Lord and Savior and He will heal all your emotional wounds. Then ask for the grace to say “thank you” to your Mother. Amen!

Stephanie Blandford

Board Chair
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	From the Chair 
of the Elders
By Linda Hawkins


What is prayer?

Last month we began looking at “The Definition of Prayer” from the book of “The Battle Plan for Prayer”.   We read about the first definition.   

“The Definition of Prayer”

Prayer is communion with God in order to…

1. Intimately know, love and worship Him;

2. Understand and conform our lives to  His will and ways;

3. Access and advance His Kingdom, power, and glory.

Let’s read the book’s second definition…..

Understand and conform our lives to His will and ways.  Prayer does not merely change things; it will change us.  As we pray, God reveals His will and ways to us, and then starts to align our hearts and minds with His.  We yield to His awesome lordship.  Christ is the “head of the body, the church,” worthy of being ascribed “first place in everything” (Col. 1:18).  We do not ask Him to configure Himself around the way we want to live.  No, we bring ourselves up under His authority.  We say, “Your kingdom come and Your will be done . . . in me and in my life.”  We follow where He leads.  “The sheep hear his voice, . . he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they know his voice” (John 10:3-4).  The more time we spend with God, the more humble, unselfish, and like Jesus we will become.  “We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:18). 

God’s blessings to you and your loved ones,

 Have a blessed month of May.

          Linda Hawkins, Chair of Elder
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The HEART of a Deacon
Act 6 describes the role and qualifications of deacons as the need was first discerned and called forth in the life of the early church.  Did you notice that the role of deacon arose out of a conflict?  Both the numbers of those cared for by the church’s benevolence and the quality of their care were being jeopardized by the way the apostles were (dis) organized to handle the ministry. The creative energy of God flowing in their midst solved the problem.  The major spiritual qualification appears to be twofold: ”full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (Acts 6:5).  This dual devotion rules the heart of the deacons’ role and ministry in New Testament times.
Reflecting on that text, the words of Henri Nouwen in his simple book, The Living Reminder: Service and Prayer in Memory of Jesus Christ; Nouwen intuitively perceived that “there is only one ministry in the whole wide world; that of Jesus Christ.”  We stand in his place for others; representing God’s presence, power, and love.  Deacons are to be transformed continuously by Christ and thus become Christ for others. What an extraordinary privilege!
Applying Nouwen’s concept to the work of deacons, we recognize this principle at work in the upper room.  Jesus graphically illustrates to the reluctant disciples that serving one another is serving God.  John’s upper room insights (John 13:3-11) provide a guiding image that touches to the core of deacons’ work.  In the midst of supper, between courses, Jesus rose from the table because some critical need had been left unattended.  Jesus rose from the table and began washing the feet of the disciples.  Only upon completing this ritual cleansing were guests fully qualified to share in the glorious feast commemorating freedom.
When this ritual is complete, Jesus’ speaks “I’ve laid down a pattern for you” (John 13:15) is not literally about ordaining an annual foot –washing service. Jesus is lifting up the servant-leader lifestyle and commending it to his frightened followers.  “So if I, you Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet…If you know these thing, you are blessed if you do them” John 13:14, 17) It is clear deacons are to be “doers of the word, and not merely hearers” (James 1:22). Deacons must be the embodied word of God for others, the ‘good book’ others can read and pattern their life after.
Deacons, have you allowed the implications of Christ’s humility to hit you yet?  If Jesus’ servant heart hushed and humbled Peter, the brassiest of braggarts, how does it shape our ministry?  Somehow, Jesus lived by the inverse principle of leadership. The higher you rise in the life of the kingdom, the more people you quietly carry and humbly serve in love.

At the heart of every vibrant congregation is a dedicated core of deacons who are living out of the joys of Christ’s own servant heart.
In His Name

Parts of this article have been taken from “Your Calling a Deacon” by Gary Straub and James Trader II.
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Even though the Membership Committee celebrates Birthdays and Anniversaries once a month, we postponed April’s Celebration until May.  Those who celebrated their Birthdays during April are pictured below.
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Birthdays for April 2016 [image: image11.jpg]
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Clarence Balser, Melinda Harden & Ron Toland  
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The Church Office needs to know when your Birthday or Wedding Anniversary is celebrated.  Please call the Church Office 210-828-5728 and let Sarah know your information.
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Outreach Ministries Update
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A Note from the


Deacon’s Corner








Membership Information
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Tuesday, May 3, 2016


	6:00 pm – Ron Toland’s Special Finance


                               Committee Meeting


Saturday, May 14, 2016


8:00 am –Elders Breakfast Meeting in 


                 Kirtley Hall


Sunday, May 15, 2016 


            12:15 pm – April & May’s Birthday / 


                                 Anniversary Celebration 


                                 in Kirtley Hall


Thursday, May 19, 2016 – ****DEADLINE to


                         Submit articles or information for   


                         May’s Newsletter and Calendar****


  �Check the May’s Calendar for 


          additional events taking place at AHCC.
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